
                                                                                                                                  

 

Dear Doherty Students, Parents, and Staff,  

Congratulations, Sparta - we made it through another week. This Friday’s correspondence will 

provide a tentative timeline for wrapping up the rest of the school year for not only our senior 

graduates, but also for our underclassmen. 

This is only a timeline, and we have agreed as high school principals that we will provide details 

to these timelines next Friday, May 1st.  I apologize in advance for the lack of specifics, but there 

are logistical considerations that we must address before we can provide a more detailed plan.    

I want to thank each of you for your patience and grace as Doherty High School and Colorado 

Springs School District 11 work through these challenging times. As a school community, we have 

implemented a distance learning program and continued learning for our students under very 

challenging conditions. I will be the first to admit that we have had educational breakdowns during 

this implementation. I am certain, however, that our students, teachers, staff, parents, and 

community are giving it the very best they have. Sometimes that’s a victory in and of itself, and 

I’m proud of everyone for their work and effort. 

On a personal level, I remain committed to bringing the voice of the Doherty High School 

community as I advocate for opportunities to recognize and celebrate our graduates.   I am 

committed to problem-solving, innovative thinking, and different ideas. You must also understand 

that I work in a larger system, not only within our school district, but within the state of Colorado 

as well. At times, solutions may seem simple, but when we look more deeply, 

they create unforeseen challenges. As we continue to move forward, the only non-negotiable I have 

in my decision-making matrix is the safety and welfare of the students, staff, and community 

I serve. I promise you that I will not waiver in that responsibility.   

As we close out the week, I want to encourage your passionate participation and voice in the 

decision-making process. I ask that when you use your voice through email, social media, or an old-

fashioned phone, to remember that there are human beings on the other end. We all care deeply 

about our students, our school, and our district. At times, we don’t always get the answers that we 

want. I ask that you afford our School Board, superintendent, district and school 

administrators, and our teachers and staff a level of respect that is a foundational component of 

Sparta. We are all dealing with stress and trauma. While we can’t take away the hurt and the 

pain, each of us can make the situation a little better by simply being kind to one another as we 

continue to move forward.   

In a world where you can be anything, be kind. 

Have a good weekend, Sparta! 

Kevin Gardner, M.A. 

Principal 

Doherty High School 



  

END OF YEAR TIMELINE   

May 8  

Seniors’ Last Academic Day  

May 12& 13:   

Senior Checkout 8:00 am - 11:00 am  and 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

This will include locker cleanout, textbook/technology return, payment 

of obligations, graduate confirmation, and cap and gown and yearbook distribution.  

May 14   

Senior Awards Night via Webex  

May 15  

Last Academic Day for Juniors, Sophomores, and Freshman  

May 19  

Virtual Graduation  

May 20 - 22:  

Underclassmen Check-Out 

This will include locker cleanout, textbook/technology return, payment of obligations, and 

yearbook distribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


